Merkel cell carcinoma in Israel.
Merkel cell carcinoma is a rare and highly malignant skin tumor. We present the first report on the clinical and epidemiologic characteristics of Merkel cell carcinoma in Israel. Our findings, including average age of 69 years at diagnosis, equal sex distribution, disease location on sun-exposed skin, and an overall 3 year survival of 58%, are consistent with the data reported in the literature. Unique findings in our study were the predominance of Ashkenazic Jews and the excessive rate of second malignancies. This initial report on Merkel cell carcinoma in Israel emphasizes the need for increased awareness of this aggressive and potentially lethal skin malignancy.